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him consent to Roman freedom, and MAD RE NATOEA will
guarantee him against Lutetian barricades.'

' It is only the offer of Mary-Anno in another form,' said
Colonna.

' Guarantee the dynasty,' said Theodora. * There is the
point. He can trust us. Emperors and kings break treaties
without remorse, but he knows that what is registered by
the most ancient power in the world is sacred.'

* Can republicans guarantee dynasties ? * said Colonua,
shaking his head.

'Why what is a dynasty, when we are dealing with
eternal things ? The casualties of life compared with infi-
nite space. Home is eternal. Centuries of the most de-
grading and foreign priestcraft, enervating rites brought
in by Heliogabalus and the Syrian emperors, have failed to
destroy her. Dynasties ! Why, even in our dark servitude
'we have seen Merovingian and Carlovingian kings, and
Capets and Valois and Bourbons and now Buonapartes,
They have disappeared, and will disappear like Orgetorix
and the dynasties* of tlie time of Cocsar. What wo want is
Rome free. Do not you see that everything has been pre-
paring for that event ? This monstrous masquerade of
United Italy, what is it but an initiatory ceremony to prove
that Italy without Rome is a scries of provinces ? Esta-
blish the Roman republic, and the Roman race will, as
before, conquer them in detail. And when the Italians
are thus really united, what will become of the Gauls ?
Why, the first Buonaparte said that if Italy were really
united the Gauls would have no chance. And he was a
good judge of such things.'

4 What would you have me do then ? ' said Colonna.

* See him, see him at once.    Say everything that I have
said, and say it better.    His disposition is with us.    Con-
venience, all political propriety, counsel and would justify
Ilia abstinence.    A return to Rome would seem weak^ fit-